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Abstract : Hemifacial spasm is a movement disorder of the face, which is character-
ized by involuntary twitches of muscles innervated by the facial nerve. We report on
this recurrent case of post-microvascular decompression that responded well to
Oriental medicine. A 61-year-old woman underwent microvascular decompression for
left hemifacial spasm in 1988. Symptoms recurred after 2 years, and reoperation was
recommended. The patient visited the department of dental anesthesia in 1993, with
chief complaint of stiffness in the left part of the face and shoulders. Treatment was
performed with an occlusal splint and Oriental medicine, especially Kampo medicine.
The patient showed an excellent improvement after adequate treatment. The results
suggested that Oriental medicine is effective in the treatment of recurrent hemifacial
spasm following microvascular decompression. (Pain and Kampo Medicine 6 : 19—23, 1996)
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