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A Patient with Chronic Orofacial Pain Successfully Treated with Kampo
medicine and Acupuncture
Kazue Miura* Satoshi Beppu* and Yoshihiro Amemiya*

Abstract: Many researchers agree that nearly 10% of the incidence of trigeminal
neuralgia is associaled with cerebral tumors. We report a case of chronic pain in the
trigeminal nerve area where, by MRI, a cerebral tumor was suspected. Combined
treatment with neurosurgery and radiation was performed while Kampo medicine was
administered and acupuncture for pain control was carried out. In a case of a 55 year-
old woman, with chronic pain from the left corner of the mouth up to the ear,
analgesics prescribed by otolaryngologists and dental surgeons was ineffective. An
organic change could not be observed by the oral surgeon. However, a tumor in the left
cerebellum pons cisterna was detected by MRI. The tumor was diagnosed as
meningioma at the Neurosurgery department and an operation on it was suggested,
but the patient refused the operation. Gamma r adiosurgery was recommended but
also, as expected, rejected. So, Keishi-ka-jutubu-to and Kami-shoyo-san were
administered as well as moxibustion to the Fukuryu pressure point was performed;
acupuncture for the stiffness of the neck and shoulders also showed marked
improvement in pain management. There has been no change in the size of the tumor
since it was detected one and a half years previously. Therefore we decided to carry
out a follow-up. The patient's quality of life has exhibited marked improvement with
Kampo medicine as well as acupuncture treatment.
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