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Kampo medical therapy for intractable cephalocervical pain
due to hypopharyngeal cancer —a case report—
Akimune Hayashi*

Abstract: Effects of Kampo medicine on intractable cephalocervical pain due to

hypopharyngeal cancer were studied. The patient was 72-year-old women suffering
from advanced hypopharyngeal cancer. Radiotherapy of 66 Gy and chemotherapy with
tegafur * uracil were carried out. Three months after the treatment, cancer recurred
and metastasized to the right upper cervical lymphnode which caused an intractable
cephalocervical pain. The pain was alleviated by the combined treatment of
Hochuekkito and Bushimatsu (powder of the heat-processing Aconiti Tuber).
It is suggested that two prescriptions invigorated the dysfunction of the digestive
system (Hi-I Ki-kyo) and the asthenia of the lower section of the body (Jin-kyo).
Moreover, they are suggested to improve the blood (Ketsu) and vital energy (Ki)
circulations.
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