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Two cases of patients with dental-pain of myofascial origin treated with kakkonto
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Aiko OYAMAGUCHI*', Akiyo KAWANO *!' and Hitoshi NIWA **

Abstract: We present two cases of patients with a dental pain of myofascial origin, in
which kakkonto (pueraria combination) was effective in relieving cervical muscle pain.
Both patients complaining of an intractable dental pain of unknown etiology received
our hospital. Furthermore, both patients had been experiencing cervical and shoulder
pain for several years. Because palpatory findings revealed a tenderness of the
sternocleidomastoid and reproduction of dental pain, the patients were diagnosed as
dental pain associated with the formation of sternocleidomastoid trigger points. The
kakkonto therapy ameliorated both the tenderness of the sternocleidomastoid and
dental pain. Kakkonto contains the following crude drugs: shakuyaku (Paeoniae Radix),
kanzo (Glycyrrhizae Radix), shakuyaku (Puerariae Radix), and keihi (Cinnamomi
Cortex). These crude drugs are believed to relieve the tenderness of the
sternocleidomastoid, leading to the amelioration of dental pain.
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