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Serotonin syndrome may be induced by Yokukansan: A case report
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Kiyonobu NISHIKAWA **

Abstract: A 70 years old female was treated with trigger-point injection and
tramadol administration for relief her pain caused by shoulder stiffness and post-
thoracotomy pain. When she was administered escitalopram to treat menopause, she
presented several symptoms with suspected serotonin syndrome. After discontinuation
of escitalopram, her symptoms disappeared. However, chill-dizziness, diaphoresis,
agitation and headache occurred after the administration of yokukansan for treat her
pain. We diagnosed these symptoms as serotonin syndrome, and discontinued
yokukansan immediately. She quickly recovered from these symptoms after
discontinuation of yokukansan. We concluded that yokukansan may induce serotonin
syndrome in some cases.
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